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Choose from any of my 9 available talks. All last approximately one hour. 

 

 
The West Country’s Last Line of 

Defence: Taunton Stop Line 
 
My most popular talk takes an in-
depth look at the role and locations of 
the Second World War Taunton Stop 
Line. This was a 50-mile defensive 
‘wall’ built across Somerset, Dorset 
and Devon in 1940, to repel a 
potential Nazi invasion. 
 

 

 
50 Gems of Somerset 

 
Discover some of the famous, and 
lesser-known attractions of Somerset; 
from beaches to buildings and 
coastline to castles – join the author 
on a whistle stop overview of 
Somerset! 
 



 

 
Castles of Somerset 

 
Explore the history of Somerset’s 
castles. In the aftermath of the 
Norman Conquest of 1066, a number 
of castles were built across the 
county. Over the centuries these were 
modified and improved, some 
eventually falling into ruin and others 
surviving and still standing today. 

 

Somerset through time 
Take a step back in time with a look at 
the changing face of everyday 
Somerset over the last one hundred 
years. This talk discovers how towns 
have changed over the years as well 
as looking at the features that remain. 

Buildings of Somerset 
Uncover the rich array of grand 

buildings that inspire and enthral to 
this day. 

Industrial Somerset 
Examine Somerset’s industrial past, 
and how things have changed over 

the last century. 

Religious Somerset 
A look at some of the many religious 
sites of Somerset, from centuries old 
pilgrimage sites to village churches. 

Memorials of Somerset 
A poignant look at how Somerset 
remembered its fallen in the 
aftermath of the Great War, 
understanding the process of 
remembrance at the time, and the 
different memorials that exist. 

Somerset in World War Two 
Exploring the wide ranging, and often 
surprising role of Somerset in the 
Second World War. From evacuees to 
factories; airfields to prisoner of war 
camps, and defences to bombing 
raids. 

 


